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Laboratoires : CIRLEP, EA 4299, Université de Reims Champagne-Ardenne / 
CECILLE, ULR4 074, Université de Lille

International Conference, Société des Études Postcoloniales (SEPC)

“THE ARCHIVES ARE FULL OF VOICES”: 
DECOLONISING THE ARCHIVE IN THE 
ENGLISH-SPEAKING WORLD

PROGRAMME

 10h30-12h15  — PANEL 4: “Investigating/Evaluating the Institutionalised Archive” 
(Chair: Anne-Claire FAUCQUEZ)

1.	Jordan WHITE (Université Le Havre Normandie): “Operation Legacy and the 
Migrated Archives: Contesting Official Records”
2.	Kateri SMITH (The Institute of American Indian Arts): “Accounts of the Original 
Americans in Colonial Literature: Native Americans in Focus”
3.	Olivier ESTEVES (Université de Lille): “The museum, the plaque, the archives: 
Memorializing the repression of MOVE in Philadelphia”
4.	Camille MARTINERIE (Université Sorbonne Paris Nord): “Evaluating ‘de/colonized 
knowledge’ in the university archive: the case of history at the University of Cape 
Town under apartheid (1960-1991)”

 12h15-13h30  — Lunch break

 13h30-15h00  — PANEL 5: “Decolonising the History of Enslavement” (Chair: 
Christine LORRE)

1.	Anne-Claire FAUCQUEZ (Université Paris 8): “Using archives in visual arts to 
decolonise the history of enslavement”
2.	Marc MVE BEKALE (Université de Reims Champagne-Ardenne): “Slave Narratives 
and Neo-Slave Narratives: A Contrapuntal Narrativization/Vocalization of American 
History” 
3.	Myrto CHARVALIA (Université Paris Nanterre): “Revisiting the Feverous Archive 
in M. NourbeSe Philip’s She Tries Her Tongue Her Silence Slowly Breaks (1989) and 
Zong! (2008)”

 15h00-15h15  — Coffee break

 15h15-17h00  — PANEL 6: “Re-Forming the Archive” (Chair: Claire OMHOVÈRE)

1.	Manon BOUKHROUFA-TRIJAUD (Sorbonne Université): “Asia Art Archive, a new 
model of postcolonial archives” 
2.	Gina CESTO (Université Paris Nanterre): “Imaging the Windrush: Photography as 
Social Archives”
3.	Kameron LAI (University of Melbourne): “Accented Silences: Tony Birch’s The 
White Girl and Radical Historiography”
4.	Fiona McCANN (Sorbonne Université): “‘[n]ot an archive not a fever’: Gail 
McConnell’s The Sun is Open (2021) and conflict resolution”

 17h00  — Closing words



“The archives are full of voices”: Decolonising the Archive in 
the English Speaking World
SEPC (Société des Études Postcoloniales) Conference 

January 30-31, 2025

 Thursday, January 30, 2025 

 8h30-9h00  — Welcome.

 9h00-9h15  — Opening by Laura SINGEOT (CIRLEP / Université de Reims Champagne 
Ardenne) & Cédric COURTOIS (CECILLE / Université de Lille).

 9h15-11h00  — PANEL 1: “Democratising the Archive in South-East Asia” 
(Chair: Jaine CHEMMACHERY)

1.	Malvika JAYAKUMAR (IIT Bombay): “‘Grant of Passport’: Critique of the Indian 
Colonial State’s Passport Policy” 
2.	Sreyasi CHATTERJEE (Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis Mahavidyalaya): “Archiving 
Partition Memories in India: A Sociological Exploration of Partition Museums in India 
and their Role in Representation and Processing of Collective Memory of the Trauma 
of Partition” 
3.	Vanessa GUIGNERY (ENS Lyon): “The Condition of Labour: Archiving the Lives of 
Manual Workers in Contemporary Indian Literature” 
4.	Sandrine SOUKAÏ (Université Gustave Eiffel): “Fictionalisation and democratisation 
of the digitised Indian Partition Archives in The Parted Earth by A. Enjeti”

 11h00-11h15   — Coffee break

 11h15-13h00   — PANEL 2: “Re-Mapping the Archive” (Chair: Sandrine SOUKAÏ)

1.	Gilles TEULIÉ (Aix-Marseille Université): “The voice of the silent body: Normative 
attitude to colonial death & the postcard industry” — Zoom
2.	Claire OMHOVÈRE (Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier 3, EMMA): “Reading Jordan 
Abel Reading the Public Domain”
3.	Annalena GEISLER (ENS Lyon): “From global to planetary historiographies: ‘plant-
thinking’ in Janice Pariat’s Everything the Light Touches (2022)”
4.	Paul GIFFARD-FORET (Université Sorbonne Paris Nord): “Archiving Aboriginal 
Country and the Seven Sisters Songline: Pitfalls and Potentialities”

 13h00-14h00  — Lunch break

 14h00-15h45  — PANEL 3 — “Embodying and/or En-Gendering the Archive” 
(Chair: Fiona McCANN)

1.	Ashmita SAHA (Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology, Shibpur): 
“Archiving in the Body: A Study of Ahmed Saadawi’s Frankenstein in Baghdad” — Zoom 
2.	Jaine CHEMMACHERY (Sorbonne Université): : “‘Life […] had clothed me in maimed 
skin’: Skin, Flesh and Bodies as Archival Matter in Susan Abulhawa’s Mornings in Jenin 
(2010)” 
3.	Jennifer ADESE (University of Toronto Mississauga, UTM): “Searching for 
‘Irrepressible’ Métis Women: Archives, Policing and the Gendered Impacts of Canadian 
Colonization”
4.	Anne ULENTIN (Université Clermont-Auvergne): “Unsilenced: Women, Gender, and 
the Law in the Colonial Bahamas” — Zoom

 15h45-16h00   — Coffee break

 16h00-17h00  — Keynote Lecture 1 — Laetitia ZECCHINI (CNRS-University of Chicago): 
“Un-forgetfulness and Rag-picking: Practices of literary activism of the writer-scholar-
critic-archivist” (Chair: Vanessa GUIGNERY) — Zoom 

 17h30   — Cocktail

 20h00   — Conference dinner

----------------------------------------------------------

 Friday, January 31, 2025 

 9h15-10h15  — Keynote Lecture 2 — Audra DIPTÉE (Carleton University): “Building 
Archives for the Future: Reflections on the Colonial Caribbean” (Chair: Camille 
MARTINERIE)

 10h15-10h30  — Coffee break


